1
Friends WA FRiENDS

- SOUTH AUSTRALIA
FRIENDS e ca;i//]/ N%-flﬁ‘onafz)q VU?w\"um; working for conservation

OF BELAIR . 7/‘@‘
NATIONAL PARK B Voﬁmteers working for Conser-,,, -

INC. On

Patron: Dr. David C. Paton AM

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR DECEMBER 2023

From The Editor,

In an article published by the ABC on 25th October, recently retired scientist Table of Contents

with the Australian Antarctic Division (AAD), Dana Bergstrom, has now been | president's Report Page 2
able to relate her experiences while working for the Division for more than New Life Members Page 3
40 yrs. She relates that all public communications issued by the Division gi!‘scztrg";':;‘gtyeet'”gs Eigg%‘w
were “carefully calibrated, crafted and monitored” to ensure that their Guided Walks Pages 7,8
funding was not impacted. Bush Buddies Page 9

) ) o New Members Page 9
Eventually, that calibration went beyond what she thought was justified, and | Myxomycetes Pages 10,11
in the interview, she said that she was “gagged”. Essential Information Page 12

She is not alone. Ecologists and climate scientists have told the ABC of a
widespread culture of suppression and self-censorship, and not just within
the AAD. Thus, in the past, the truth regarding the causes and effects of
climate change have not been made public.

We rely on evidence based science to direct our work as FOBNP in the Park.

-Tony Dyson

: Marianne Broug

Queen Spider Orchid (Caledenia leptochila)
PHOTO : MARIANNE BROUG

We respectfully acknowledge the Kaurna people of the Adelaide Plains as the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.



President’s Report

2023 is drawing to a close: it has been a varied and
eventful time for the Friends of Belair national Park.

The weather has shown us that it is variable and
can throw unexpected events our way. In late June
the car park near the Volunteer Centre was turned
into a lake and walking tracks washed out by heavy
rain; September brought high winds that blew over
mature trees and disrupted power supplies.

The work of FOBNP volunteers continues. Our mem-
bership is strong and continues to slowly grow, but
we need to “get our name” out there so more people
are aware of our activities. There are many mem-
bers who have recently joined and some who have
been with us since the start.

FoBNP is continuing the work in Bushcare actively
expanding the Vegetation Management Units (VMU)
where invasive weeds are being reduced. Revege-
tation work in parts of the old Belair Golf Course is
being continued using funds raised through Belair
Hotel to purchase tube stock of local endemic
plants. The establishment of bandicoot habitat areas
near the Volunteer Centre has been undertaken
involving children from Blackwood Kindergarten and
Stirling Community Kindergarten. Further areas will
be established in 2024. Thanks to Craig Baulder-
stone for his role as Bushcare coordinator and Barb
and Peter Raine for their revegetation work.

An innovation in 2023 was the establishment of the
“‘Emerging Environmental Steward” Award. Details
are given in the June Newsletter. In 2024 the Award
will again be given to recognise and encourage the
involvement of young people in environmental is-
sues.

Where will FOBNP go in 20247

We are volunteers and members of a strong and
collaborative group. The skills and knowledge we
have are varied and valued. No doubt our skills and
knowledge will be extended and put to good use to
continue the work we do, as well as venturing into
new areas. The Strategic Action Plan 2023-2028
launched mid-year will guide our work. In the Sep-
tember issue of the Newsletter Mark Pedlar wrote
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“The new plan sets out a clear vision of “A connect-
ed community working together to conserve our
Park’s biodiversity and heritage.” It presents four
themes — bushcare, engagement, education and
European  history and heritage.”

You can download the Strategic Action Plan 2023-
2028 by going to

https://friendsofbelairnationalpark.com/wp-content/
uploads/2023/08/FoBNP-Plan-Final 230802.pdf

It is the role of the Committee to give general guid-
ance and direction but is you, our fellow members
who do the work.

Thank you for your continued involvement and ef-
forts in 2023. | look forward to where we will be in
2024.

The Annual General Meeting on Saturday 3 Febru-
ary 2024 will elect the Committee for 2024.

More information about the AGM and the nomina-
tion of candidates for the Committee will be emailed
to members and put on the web site.

Again thank you for your involvement in 2023.

-David French

Help needed...volunteer roles.

There are many ways to contribute to the work of
Friends of Belair NP; not all of them need to be
direct Bushcare.

If you are interested in any of the following, please
let us know.

1. Someone to organise a guest speaker for our
general meetings.

2. Someone to coordinate the cleaning roster and
check the supplies and upkeep of the

Volunteer Centre.

3. Someone to open and close the Centre for hirers
or to arrange for this to happen.

Numbers 2 and 3 could be rolled into one job and
two or three people could work together to get it
done.

If you can help, please let David know.

COVER PHOTO

Not for one moment did she doubt her beauty ...

Caladenia leptochila, Narrow-lipped Spider Orchid (also called Queen Spider Orchid).

Picture and words: Marianne Broug.
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS

LIFE MEMBERSHIP BARB RAINE
Barb has been a FBNP member for 11years and during that time has contributed
an amazing amount of time and expertise. LIFE MEMBERSHIP ALAN RAINE
Initially becoming a regular member of the bushcare group until, having served Alan has been a member of the Friends of Belair N.P. for over 11 years. During
her apprenticeship she took on the role of bushcare co-ordinator and served in this time, he has always been involved in supporting the many activities that the
that role for several years. Every bushcare session meticulously researched and group undertakes.

documented by pre-walking the areas to be tackled and keeping records of all

works undertaken. He participates in weekday and Saturday monthly bushcare sessions, plus, many

other sessions for school, kindergarten or community groups.
At the same time, she also had the role of guided walks co-ordinator and leader,

dedicating a good deal of time planning each walk and producing fact sheets to
enable the walk group to recognise the stunning flora of Belair N.P.

Alan is a constant at all guided walks helping to ensure that walk groups have an
enjoyable experience during their time spent strolling through the various areas

of interest of the days planned walk.
The children at Blackwood Kindergarten and Stirling Kindergarten have been

entertained and educated by Barb’s visits and as a result have become
dedicated fundraisers. Bandicoot habitat has been their focus and several years
of revegetation sees this area well on the way to providing not only habitat for
bandicoots but also food sources. Ask any child in these groups what they know
about bandicoots and habitat restoration and be prepared to be amazed @

Without fail he is always available to support the group at the information
sessions that we undertake. He is often the 1** one to arrive and amongst the
last to leave. And during the Walking S. A. Season launch, just for good measure,
he has often volunteered as walk leader.

For the last few years, he has undertaken the role of Membership Secretary. This
is a substantial position which includes keeping meticulous records of the
membership, welcoming new members, reminding members when fees become

Morning tea and Barb just about go together in the same sentence! There must
be hundreds of individuals who have enjoyed the fruits of Barbs baking----- and

the afternoon tea apple cake is a much-enjoyed fixture at FBNP monthly due, issuing annual membership cards, and advising the Department when

meetings. members achieve significant milestones in their membership.

Since its inception Barb has enthusiastically supported the Bush Buddies Flying a bit under the radar but, if you look closely at the credits for photographs

program, acting as assistant to the program leader and guess what? Baking taken on guided walks, in monthly speaker reports and from regular bushcare

muffins for the children’s afternoon tea. sessions you will see Alan’s name. A great illustrated record of the group’s
activities.

It’s hard to think of an occasion when volunteers are called for that Barb’s hand

was always one of the 1* ones to go up. Information stalls, cleaning, hosting And lastly, an incorporated group cannot legally exist without a Public Officer

morning/afternoon teas, and just turning up early to events to see where she and once again, with very little fuss or fanfare, Alan has taken on this role.

could lend a hand. It is with pleasure that we offer Alan Life Membership of FBNP.

Our group has benefitted enormously from Barbs contributions and continues to
do so. It is therefore our great pleasure to offer Barb Life Membership.
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LIFE MEMBBERSHIP MARK PEDLAR
LIFE MEMBERSHIP PETE RAINE

Mark and his wife Jenny came to Australia from the UK in 1990; bought a house and
settled down — sort of. Mark had a hankering for extreme sports and took up sky
diving — until a hard fall broke his back and he had to “retire”. He then took up
gliding - until he and Jenny had to go to Kenya to their son’s wedding. It could be
said that sky-diving’s loss was Belair National Park’s gain!!

Pete Raine has been a FBNP member for over 11 years and during this time
he has contributed a remarkable number of volunteer hours with the group.

Unable to join the regular bushcare sessions due to work commitments Pete
saw an opportunity to begin a monthly Saturday morning bushcare session
for similarly placed enthusiasts. This group has gone from strength to
strength.

On his return to South Australia Mark decided to give up extreme sports and
concentrate on the terrestrial — and discovered Belair National Park. His love of
photography took him into the Park on many occasions, and eventually he and
Jenny joined the Friends of Belair in 2009, and immediately his expertise in chemical
warfare (against weeds) became evident.

Many times over the years Pete has used his bus drivers’ licence for group
visits to other areas of interest and more recently has hosted tours of Belair

For many years Mark has gone into the Park, camera in one hand and backpack N.P. during history month.

weed sprayer in the other — waging war against the eternal enemy — weeds; and
most specifically woody weeds. His expertise also ensured that other members of
the men’s group were properly trained.

The FBNP public guided walks program is ever popular, and Pete has always
been on hand to ensure that the Sunday walks have an informed leader.

For several years now Pete has added committee member to his list. During
this time, he has filled our speaker calendar with guests from many and
diverse backgrounds. Never one to let an opportunity slip by and always
using opportunities to network with like-minded folk, his trips to the dog
park with Kadli produced a whole series of speakers!

As a result of his love of photography and all things in our natural world he has
shared his enthusiasm as guest speaker for the group on several occasions. Most
memorably perhaps after he and Jenny set out on the trip of a lifetime to Antarctica
and became “David Attenborough” for a while.

Additionally, you will find some of his images on our greeting card collection.

In 2013 Mark joined the Committee as Vice-President, and in 2014 became
President — a post which he held until 2022, when he retired from the Presidency
and from the Committee.

Likewise, his enthusiasm for Indigenous history and culture has meant that
our group has enjoyed guest speakers happy to share their knowledge.

Partnering with the public who were greatly concerned about the demise of
the old golf course area he has facilitated two (and counting!) revegetation
events in this space. Each time the events were well supported by keen
individuals and our local political representatives.

During his time as the representative of FBNP his political nous came to the fore and
he became a strong advocate for the group in the wider community, thus ensuring
not only unprecedented levels of funding for bushcare, but also grants to upgrade
and develop the Volunteer Centre.

Itis with great pleasure that Mark Pedlar is awarded Life Membership of the Friends
of Belair National Park.

And lastly, his regular and eye-catching and informative contributions to our
Facebook page are much admired.

Itis with great pleasure that we offer Pete Life Membership.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP SHIRLEY CALLAGHAN

LIFE MEMBERSHIP STEVE RAINE

Shirley Callaghan has been a member of the Friends of BNP for 24 years
and has always given her time and effort to support the activities of the

group. In many ways she tends to “fly under the radar” as she quietly
just gets on with the job in hand.

Steve's 11-year membership has been filled with a great variety of
volunteering.

Notably as a regular bushcarer Steve saw the benefits of undertaking a plant
recognition course at TAFE. This new found knowledge, which has become
encyclopaedic, he's happily shared with others. Not only at bushcare sessions
but also during guided walks when he and his trusty dog are always there to
ensure that no-one is left behind

For many years, before we moved to a roster system, Shirley did all of
the cleaning of the Volunteer Centre. This included prior to all bookings
by external groups and all FBNP meetings.

Our vibrant Facebook page often has posts from Steve. Sometimes reflecting
on a “good” bushcare session, or with photographs of native flora and fauna.
In addition, his illustrated memories of many of our amazing guest speakers
and the guided walks must whet the appetites of many.

Throughout the years she has been a regular volunteer at many of the
events undertaken by the FBNP, including catering for lunches and
morning/afternoon teas at the volunteer centre, plus helping to “man”
the stall at events like the Walking SA launch days. And, when we ran
out funds to complete the kitchen upgrade Shirley spent several hours
skilfully wielding a paint brush to finish painting the woodwork!

And talking of guest speakers--- Steve (a winner of the national ABC program
Hard Quiz) gave a wonderful talk on “The Night Skies over Belair” which was
thoroughly enjoyed by the group. So many questions were generated, and all
answered with the joy that comes from sharing a passion with others. For

Over many years now Shirley has ensured that all supplies are available example, do you know why the stars twinkle? Ask Steve!

for the BBQ meetings. Imagine, no meat, no bread and no cup of tea! When events need an extra pair of hands Steve can be relied on to offer help.
Refilling the firewood basket, erecting gazebos for events, shifting furniture—
And without her we would not have had our much-enjoyed afternoon - just ask and it will be done.

tea at every FBNP meeting.

Itis with pleasure that we offer Steve Life Membership of the Friends of

It is with pleasure that the Friends of BNP offer Shirley Life Membership Belair N.P.

in recognition of her support of the group over such a long period of
time.




Talks at Monthly Meetings

September : Sharon Kelsey

Our members and guests were treated to an excellent, very enthusiastic, and informative talk before this arvo's
monthly meeting by Sharon Kelsey from Walking SA. It was a rare one for these days being done without the aid
of power point by choice! A scary stat mentioned in it is that only 11% of Aussie teens aged between 15-17 years
old are getting sufficient physical exercise - something that Walking SA - & the Friends Of Belair - are keen to
change and working on remedying. With over 700 trails and walks managed on their website (see link in com-
ments) and some great advocacy work and more, WalkingSA are certainly doing their part in that regard.

- Steve Raine

Photo : Pete Raine

October : BBQ

This month was our annual Friends of Belair BBQ lunch before the monthly meeting - and, as always, there was a
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lot of delicious food enjoyed by all! A beautiful sunny day for it too. So nice - and I'm still very full here. =

- Steve Raine




November : Prof Chis Daniels

As he does every year, Chris Daniels gave the Friends of Belair a wonderful, entertaining and very informative talk;
this time on a very familiar local creature, the koala. Among the many things learnt was that koalas are "arboreal
wombats" and wombats are "burrowing koalas" with those two marsupials being very closely related. Also that there
are two sub-species of koalas with the northern one being smaller and greyer and our local southern one being
browner and larger; that female koalas giving birth to their jelly bean sized infants sit in a special banana-shaped po-
sition to make the journey to their pouch as easy as possible; that Cleland had an extra thirty thousand plus visitors
after singer Katy Perry cuddled a koala named Murray that she thought smelled "like a spa" and that koalas were
worth 3.2 billion in trade and tourism in 2014. We also learned about the evolutionary and taxonomic placement of
koalas and that they had gigantic relatives that are now extinct. We also learnt a lot about the complexities and is-
sues created even by well-meaning people and about some of the interactions and sometimes misunderstandings
that people have with and about them. A fascinating talk loved by all there and can't wait till Chris Daniels gives his
annual talk next year.

-Steve Raine , who also provided the photos.

Koalas as a Symbol of Hope and
Recovery

South
Australia

ARE YOU A KEEN PHOTOGRAPHER????

Our collection of greeting cards continues to be very popular with our members and the general
public. Consequently, it is a very useful and on-going fund raiser for our group.

Would you like to have one of your images included in our collection?

There are only 2 “rules”. That the image must be taken in Belair National Park and that it must
be high resolution, so that the print quality is great (no less than 1500x2000).

If this is you, simply email the image to Carol Parrott to be included in future print runs.

acmeparrott27@bigpond.com



mailto:acmeparrott27@bigpond.com

Bushcare Reports

September

Bushcare and nature was really showing off on the morning of the 27th. | would of got more done if | didn’t keep see-
ing new flowers to photograph..... a selection and all within a relatively small area and all in an area ‘saved’ by our
bushcarers that we were following up.

-Craig Baulderstone, who also provided the photos.

Twining Fringe-lily ) Bulbine lily
(Thysanotus patersonii) (Bulbine bulbosa)

October

On the 8th, the Friends of Belair had an excellent October Guided Walk (the penultimate monthly pair for 2023) in
warm spring weather and a great turnout of happy walkers yesterday with plenty of wildflowers and orchids out as
usual for this time of year. Among those out in bloom were many Thelymitra or Sun Orchid species plus the wonder-

fully "bearded"” Common Bearded orchid (Calochilus platychilus) which, at least in Belair, isn't actually all that com-
mon!

-Alan Raine.

November
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Our volunteers worked hard on a pretty hefty weed front on the 18th ** =

A forest of Boneseed, choking out native regeneration in a highly biodiverse area of the Park.

Efforts like these are what keeps us going - working together with a smile, for the benefit of the ecology, in a lovely
place, on a lovely day.

g F
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Big ups, bushcare fam




Guided Walks

September

Marvellous walk this arvo (12th) on the Friends of Belair's September Guided walk led by our orchid expert Bevin
Scholz in beautiful sunny Spring weather. So much flowering so nicely and often in profusion including even the
Thelymitra antennifera (Rabbit-eared Sun orchid or Lemon-scented Sun orchid), Glossodia major (Purple Cockatoo or
Waxlip orchid), Arachnorchis tentaculata (King Spider orchid), Leptoceras menziesii (Hare Orchid) and many different
Diuris species including the spotty Diuris pardina (Leopard orchid), the orangey D orientis (Donkey orchid) the buttery
yellow D behrii (Cowslip orchid) and a hybrid as well

AII photos here thanks to Bevin Scholz.

October

On the 11th, the Friends of Belair had an excellent October Guided Walk (the penultimate monthly pair for 2023) in
warm spring weather and a great turnout of happy walkers yesterday with plenty of wildflowers and orchids out as
usual for this time of year. Among those out in bloom were many Thelymitra or Sun Orchid species plus the wonder-
fully "bearded" Common Bearded orchid (Calochilus platychilus) which, at least in Belair, isn't actually all that
common!

-Photos here all courtesy of Alan Raine.

Rabbit-eared Sun Orchid Hare orchid King Spider Orchid
(Thelmitra antennifera) (Leptocerus menziesii) (Arachnorchis tentaculata)



October

A cooler day for our second October Guided Walk on the 16th but we still had a good turn-out of over twenty people
and four dogs - and we didn't get wet! Knowledgeably led by Pete Raine we enjoyed an informative walk and got to
see and learn about plenty of wildflowers blooming with an occasional Koala spotted as well. The group got to see
Brunonia australis or Blue pincushion (seen in the photo below) as it's common name goes and Running Postman
(Kennedia prostrata) as well as so much more including many native orchids even if it was too cool for the Sun or-
chids (Thelymitra species) to be out. An excellent walk again and now only one more pair of Guided Walks to go for
this year.

How time flies! =

- Steve Raine

November

Great penultimate Guided Walk for the year on the 14", seeing a good range of local native orchids and other
wildflowers in bloom including the wonderfully named Oligochaeotchilus bisetus or Tall Woodland orchid a.k.a.
Two-Bristle orchid as it's pair of common names go as well Orthoceras strictum or Crucifix orchid a.k.a.Horned
orchid and the beginnings of the Hyacinth orchid or Diplodium roseum as its botanically known. We also saw
plenty of other flora and fauna and had a very pleasant walk led by our Orchid guru Bevin Scholz with the rain
holding off despite looking dark and ominous at the start.

-Steve Raine Photos by Bevin Scholz

Orthocerus strictum Diplodium roseum



Bush Buddies

October

We had a lot of fun at Bush Buddies on the 26", learning how to use compasses and completing one of the
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8 orienteering courses you can find in Belair National Park

For more info on the courses check out:
https://www.sa.orienteering.asn.au/.../diy-orienteering...

NEW MEMBERS
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:
Christa Edwards and Mike van der Hoek & children Eliza and Susie
Jack Maguire and Michelle Leopold
Ben Mattson and Luke Ashby & children Andrew Mattson and Sam Mattson
Rachael Litchfield

Clare Winwood


https://www.sa.orienteering.asn.au/about-orienteering/new-to-orienteering/diy-orienteering-download-page?fbclid=IwAR2O28pF9sT514ADqsD3d-NwF7gRGJ9eX2v4bffSDxcdBV7I_5u8ifSDMdU

Myxomycetes in Belair National Park
by Peter Bos

Who says winter is cold, dull, wet and dreary? It provides the best
conditions for the sighting of tiny myxomycetes (slime moulds).
Like fungi, identification can be very difficult, and depends on
physical features, stage of growth cycle, condition, spores etc.
More significantly, their size makes them hard to see. A selection
of myxomycetes observed during winter and spring are shown
below. Photos are cropped to show detail but do not show scale,
most of which have fruiting bodies barely 1.0 mm in diameter.
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THE FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL
PARK INC.

Postal Address:- PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052
Email: friendsoOfbnp@outlook.com

Website http://www.friendsofbelairpark.org.au/

Webmaster: seow

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2022

PRESIDENT David French

VICE PRESIDENT Craig Baulderstone
SECRETARY Craig Baulderstone
TREASURER Lesley Charlesworth
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Raine,

Tina Gallasch.

CO-ORDINATORS
GUIDED WALKS for 2023 (Tuesday)

DUPLICATE WALKS for 2023 (Sunday)
LIBRARIAN

BUSH BUDDIES
NEWSLETTER EDITOR

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK (Put these numbers in your
mobile): Belair National Park Office 8278 5477
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676

Guest Speakers

Judith Lydeamore: Upper Sturt and Belair National
Park.

FREE GUIDED WALKS:

Normally held between April and November on the
2nd Tuesday of the month and the following Sun-
day. Ask at the Park Ticket Office for your free en-
try, and meet at the Green Shed at 1.45 pm for a
2.00pm start.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Professor Cleland Memorial Walk
TO BE ADVISED

Birthday Party
Held on the 27th October—the date on which

the Friends of Belair NP was formed.
WORKING BEES.

Meet at the Green Shed (near Main Oval)
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings.
For information contact Craig on 0421 910 935 or
by email at cbaulderstone@hotmail.com.
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrange-
ment.

For 3" Saturday of each month at 9.00am meet at
the Green Shed.

live.com : Facebook: www.facebook.com/fobnp

d.t.french.dwht@gmail.com
cbaulderstone@hotmail.com
cbaulderstone@hotmail.com
Ic.charles@bigpond.com

James McGregor, Hayley Prentice, Miriam Saunders, Catherine Miles, Pete

0428 785 670
0400 066 775
friendsofbnp@outlook.com

Bevin Scholz
Pete Raine
Aileen Ferris

Karan Coombe-Smith 0403 690 695 karan.coombesmith@gmail.com

Tony Dyson tony.dyson9@gmail.com

Membership Payments

Annual renewal is $10 single, $15 for a family .
Renewals are due at the beginning of each
year.

HOW TO PAY:

1. Pay the treasurer at a meeting

2. Forward payment and your contact details to
The Treasurer

Friends of Belair NP
PO Box 2, Belair 5052

3. To pay by internet use this account information
and email your contact information to :
rainea@bettanet.com.au

Bank SA: BSB 105-078: A/c No: 306250940
Alc Name:- Friends of Belair Park
Alc Ref:- your name (membership
fees)

MEETINGS, BUSH CARE,
AND WALKS ARE CAN-
CELLED IN THE EVENT O

. aw LOUISE
. MILLER-FROST v

Your Member for Boothby
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